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8535 Kennedy Memorial Drive

St. Bonifacius, MN 55375
(952) 446-1061

ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 2025-03
SEPTEMBER 3, 2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE TITLE XI BY ADOPTING A NEW
CHAPTER 114 RELATING TO CANNABIS RETAIL BUSINESSES; AND AMENDING
CHAPTER 95 RELATING TO GROUNDS FOR SUSPENSION OF A TOBACCO LICENSE.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ST. BONIFACIUS, MINNESOTA HEREBY ORDAINS
AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: City Code Title XI is amended by adding the following new chapter:
CHAPTER 114 CANNABIS RETAIL BUSINESSES.
Section 1. Purpose and Authority.

(A)  The purpose of this section is to implement the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 342,
which authorizes the City to protect the public health, safety, and welfare by regulating cannabis
businesses within the legal boundaries of the City of St. Bonifacius. The Council finds and
concludes that the proposed provisions are appropriate and lawful, will promote the public interest,
and will protect the public health, safety, and welfare.

(B)  The City has the authority to adopt this section pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 342.13 regarding the
adoption of reasonable restrictions on the time, place, and manner of the operation of a cannabis
business and Minn. Stat. § 342.22, regarding the local registration and enforcement requirements
of state-licensed cannabis retail businesses and lower-potency hemp edible retail businesses.

Section 2. Definitions. As used in this section, the following words and terms have the meanings stated.
The definitions contained in Minn. Stat. § 342.01 govern any other terms used in this section but are not
defined in this subdivision.

Cannabis retail business means the following businesses that make retail sales to customers or patients
and hold or will hold the proper state license under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 342: cannabis
microbusiness, cannabis mezzobusiness, cannabis retailer, medical cannabis combination business, and
lower-potency hemp edible retailer.

Day care nursery means a building or structure where care, protection, and supervision of children are
provided for a fee as licensed by the state and in accordance with Title XV, Chapter 157 of the City’s
Code.

Office of Cannabis Management or OCM means the Minnesota Office of Cannabis Management.

Retail registration means an approved registration issued by the City to a state-licensed cannabis retail
business.

School means a public, charter, or private school for pupils in kindergarten through grade 12.



State license means an approved license issued to a cannabis retail business by the Office of Cannabis

Management.

Section 3. Registration of Cannabis Retail Businesses.

(A)

)
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Registration Required. No individual or entity may operate a cannabis retail business within the
City without first registering with the City as provided in this section.

Initial Registration Process.
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Application Form. An applicant for a retail registration must fill out an application form as
provided by the City. All questions asked or information required by the form must be
answered fully and completely by the applicant. The applicant must attach to the
application form a copy of its valid state license or written notice from OCM of preliminary
license approval.

Registration Fee. The registration fee includes the fee for the initial registration and the
first annual renewal of the registration. The amount of the registration fee will be fixed and
determined by the Council and may be amended from time to time in compliance with the
limits established by law. An applicant for a retail registration must include this registration
fee along with its application form. All fees are non-refundable.

Zoning Verification. No retail registration will be approved until the City has determined
that the proposed cannabis retail business complies with the City’s zoning regulations.
Within 30 days of receiving a copy of a state license application or preliminary license
approval from OCM, the City will certify on a form provided by OCM whether a proposed
cannabis retail business complies with local zoning ordinances and, if applicable, whether
the proposed business complies with the State Fire Code and Building Code.

Processing of Application. Once an application is deemed complete, the City Clerk will
inform the applicant of completion, process the registration fee, and forward the application
to the Council or their designee for approval or denial. Applications will be considered in
the order in which they are received.

Approval of Application.
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An application for a retail registration will not be approved if the registration would exceed
the maximum number of retail registrations available in the City under section 4.

An application for a retail registration will not be approved or renewed if the business is
unable to meet the requirements of this section.

An application for a retail registration or renewal that meets the following will be approved:

(@ The applicant must have a valid license or preliminary license approval issued by

OCM that allows retail sales;

(b) The applicant must have paid the registration fee or renewal fee required by this

section;
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(c) The location for the cannabis retail business must comply with applicable zoning
ordinances; and

(d) All property taxes and assessments for the location where the retail establishment
will be located must be current.

Annual Compliance Checks. The City will conduct a minimum of one unannounced compliance
check per calendar year for each registered cannabis retail business in the City to assess if the
business meets age verification requirements as required Minn. Stat. § 342.22. Age verification
compliance checks will involve persons at least 17 years of age but under the age of 21 who, with
the prior written consent of a parent or guardian if the person is under the age of 18, attempt to
purchase adult-use cannabis flower, adult-use cannabis products, lower-potency hemp edibles, or
hemp-derived consumer products under the direct supervision of a law enforcement officer. The
City will report any failures under this section to OCM.

Location Change. If a registered cannabis retail business seeks to move to a new location still
within the legal boundaries of the City, the business must notify the City of the proposed location
change at least thirty (30) days prior to the date the business intends to commence retail sales at
the new location and submit all information deemed necessary by the City to assess whether the
new location meets the criteria of this Chapter.

Renewal of Registration. The City will annually renew a retail registration at the same time as
OCM renews the cannabis retail business’s state license.

(1) Renewal Application. A registered cannabis retail business must apply to the City for
renewal of its retail registration on a form established by City and compliant with OCM
guidance. The renewal application form will require, at a minimum, the information and
documents required under this section for an initial registration.

(2) Renewal Fees. The second and subsequent annual renewals will be subject to a renewal fee
in an amount fixed and determined by the Council, which may be amended from time to
time in compliance with the limits established by law. The renewal fee must be submitted
with the renewal application. All fees are nonrefundable.

Nontransferable. A retail registration issued under this Chapter may not be transferred to any
other cannabis retail business.

Section 4. Limitation on Certain Retail Registrations. The City will issue up to two (2) retail
registrations at any time to cannabis retailers, cannabis mezzobusinesses with a retail operations
endorsement, or cannabis microbusinesses with a retail operations endorsement. The retail registrations
shall be issued on a first-come, first-served basis. There is no limit on the number of retail registrations
that may be issued for medical cannabis combination businesses or lower-potency hemp edible retailers.

Section 5. Requirements for Cannabis Retail Businesses.

(A)

Minimum Buffer Requirements.

(1) Schools. No retail registration will be granted for any premises within six hundred (600)
feet of a school. This minimum buffer requirement does not apply to a premises that houses
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a registered cannabis retail business whose registration predates the arrival of a school
structure within 600 feet of the premises.

(2)  Day care nursery. No retail registration will be granted for any premises within five
hundred (500) feet of a day care nursery. This minimum buffer requirement does not apply
to a premises that houses a registered cannabis retail business whose registration predates
the arrival of a day care nursery structure within 500 feet of the premises.

(3)  Attraction within a Public Park. No retail registration will be granted for any premises within
five hundred (500) feet of an attraction within a public park that is regularly used by minors,
including playgrounds or athletic fields. This minimum buffer requirement does not apply to
a premises that houses a registered cannabis retail business whose registration predates the
arrival of the attraction within the public park that is within 500 feet of the premises.

“) Measurement. The measurement of distance in this section will be determined by a straight
line from the closest lot line of the premises upon which the cannabis retail business is to
be located to the lot line of the school, day care nursery, or attraction within a public park.

(5)  Exception. The minimum buffer requirements contained in this section do not apply to
lower-potency hemp edible retailers.

(6)  Exception. The minimum buffer requirements contained in this section do not apply to
Main Street from State Highway 7 north to Kennedy Memorial Drive.

Hours of Operation. Registered cannabis retail businesses with a license or endorsement
authorizing the retail sale of cannabis flower or cannabis products may only sell at retail cannabis,
cannabis flower, cannabis products, lower-potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived consumer
products between the hours of 10 a.m. and 9 p.m.

Samples. A cannabis retail business may not distribute free samples of any cannabis flower,
cannabis products, lower-potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived consumer products to customers,
unless the business’s state license permits on-site consumption and the samples are consumed
within the licensed premises.

Compliance with Laws. Cannabis retail businesses must comply with all applicable regulations
and restrictions provided by Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 342 and rules promulgated by OCM.

Section 6. Suspension of Registration

(A)

®)

Suspension. The City may suspend a cannabis retail business’s registration for up to thirty (30)
days upon a determination that:

(I)  The business is not operating in compliance with state law or City ordinance; or
2) The operation of the business poses an immediate threat to the health or safety of the public.

Notification, OCM Investigation. When the City determines that a suspension is warranted, the
City will promptly send a written notice to the registered cannabis retail business and to OCM.
The notice will inform the business and OCM of the pending suspension of the license, the length
of the proposed suspension period, and the grounds for the suspension.
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Effective Date of Suspension. A suspension issued by the City under this section will not become
effective until OCM has determined whether to suspend the license of the registered cannabis retail
business. The City’s suspension period will run concurrently with any suspension of the state
license by OCM. A suspension issued by the City under this subdivision will be effective on the
date stated in the notice.

Reinstatement. The City may reinstate a suspended registration if all violations have been cured
and must reinstate the registration if OCM orders reinstatement.

No Sales. A cannabis retail business may not make sales to customers while its registration is
suspended.

Section 7. Penalties

(A)

®)

Civil Penalties. The City may impose a civil penalty of up to $2,000 for each instance where a
cannabis retail business makes any sale to a customer or patient without a valid registration or
permit from the City or a valid state license.

Criminal Penalties. Any violation of the provisions of this section or failure to comply with any
of its requirements constitutes a misdemeanor and is punishable as defined by law. Violations of
the section can occur regardless of whether a registration or permit is required for a regulated
activity listed in this section.

SECTION 2: City Code Title IX, Chapter 95, Section 95.99, Subsection C(1), is amended by removing
and adding the following:

(1)  Ifthe licensee is also the holder of a cannabis retail registration issued by the City pursuant
to Chapter 114, any grounds for suspension or revocation of the retail registration
under Chapter 114, Section 6.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall become effective from and after its passage and publication.

FIRST READ at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of St. Bonifacius the{#flay of 4.
2025, and finally read and adppted and ordered published at a regular meeting of the City Council offéaid

City on theZy{ day of@d? 2025.

Brenda Fisk, Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer

<




